Community Coalition Meeting
April 15, 2011 8am WBPD

In attendance: Donna Schaerer, Jack Freed, Lou Goutman, Lisa Kaplan, Lisa Rochford, JoAnn Andrees, Marc Jeffries, Paul Lipson, Judy Lipson, Melanie Torbert, Tara Kane, Clara Bohrer, Sally Unrath, Greg Flynn, Shelley Taub, Lisa Berkey, Kelly Miller, Ellen Chute, Wali Altahif

Welcome and Introductions. Donna Schaerer mentioned that all previous minutes and newsletters can be found on the Coalition website.

Guest Speaker: Sherry Prose from the Oakland County Sherriff Department.  

Sherry has been worked for the Sherriff Department for 17 years.  She spoke to the group about the Oakland County Alcohol Enforcement Team. This team is made up of approximately 5 officers (this number used to be higher but has been reduced due to budget constrictions). Their goal is solely to remove intoxicated and drugged drivers from our roads.  Their hours are typically 7pm-3am, 5-6 days each week.  They patrol by car and by helicopter (Oakland County has one of only a very few helicopters still available for this work). 

Sherry reported that most of the arrests happen between the hours of 12am-4am but they have noticed an increase in late morning drunk driving arrests as well.  She also stated that a large portion of the arrests are of people who were out having dinner and overindulged – not necessarily people who spent the night drinking at a bar. She also reported that there is a higher rate in drugged driving arrests but these are much harder to test for. 

Public can help by calling 911 if you see a driver causing immediate threat or danger to themselves or others on the road.  It is also important to have your local police station number in your phone to call when it is not a 911 type of emergency. 

When asked about what drug use seems to be highest in Oakland County, Sherry said that heroin seems to be a bigger problem than other hard drugs like methamphetamine. 

Sherry also discussed that the patrolling of our 413 lakes has been cut.  Some lakes are choosing to privately contract with the County to have their waterways patrolled. 

Sherry discussed penalties for drunk driving and mentioned the changes to the laws. In the past, first and second drunk driving charges could be removed from your record after a certain amount of years (used to be 7). This is no longer the case.  These charges will remain on your record. Also, a third offense is automatically considered a felony and will result in jail or prison time. There is also a new “Super Drunk” law (drivers over 0.17). This has a higher penalty – so first offense is actually punishable as a second offense. 

During this conversation, Oakland County Commissioner, Shelley Taub, mentioned that Oakland County is looking to eliminate “pot shops” in our county. 

Fundraiser Event – our 3rd annual fundraiser event profited the Coalition $10,000. This was our lofty goal and we are pleased to announce we reached it. Many thanks are due to staff and community members who helped us reach this goal. 

Greg Flynn, of the WB Fire Department, was pleased to announce that his son, Kelin, took advantage of his Pistons Ball Boy opportunity that he won through the Coalition.  Greg shared photos of the night and a handwritten thank you letter from his son, expressing his gratitude and pleasure with the whole event.

Underage Drinking Prevention Campaign – we have completed our placemat program again this year, with over 1,500 placemats being used in local restaurants. Our target time period was immediately before Spring Break but it was mentioned at the meeting that another good time would be right before graduation and end of the year parties. It was discussed that we could ask these area restaurants to donate money toward creating a second wave of placemats. The W.B Library said they would print more for us.
As we do each year, a letter will be sent out to the parents of every graduating senior, reminding parents to celebrate safely during the graduation and celebratory season. This year we are also including a “Brad Card”, which is a wallet sized card created by the parents of a 21 year old man who died from alcohol on his 21st birthday.  

Prescription Drug Program – We are continuing to work with the Sherriff’s Department to create new posters and business cards with our local drug drop off information. This will hopefully be completed within the next couple of weeks. 

TMC – posters and graffiti boards were hung up at WBHS but unfortunately were either torn down or fell down almost immediately. TMC kids will also being doing Sticker Shock, this year on May 20.  Teens will go into local grocery stores and label beer with bright orange stickers that remind adults NOT to buy alcohol for minors. 
Medical Marijuana Update- there is a lot of work happening at the county and state level to work on making changes to our very vague law on this topic.  We are keeping up to date with all attempted changes and strides being made on this topic. 

Educational Updates – Oakland County Prosecutor, Jessica Cooper, spoke to WBHS 9th graders about sexting. At this time, JoAnn Andrees mentioned that if we are interested in talking to anyone about adding substance abuse info into the school curriculum, the correct person to address is Dr. Robert Martin.
A big thank you to teacher, Alicia Chase, for offering extra credit to her AP Government students for attending our Underage Drinking Panel Discussion.  We had over 100 people, mostly students, attend this informative evening. Thank you also to the panel members, Tara Kane, Diane D’Agostini and Gerry Gleeson for taking time out of their schedules to participate in this event. 

Parent Education- School Transition Parent Forum is on Tuesday April 26 at 7pm at WBPL.  Also, on May 18 at WBHS at 7pm, college freshman will speak to current seniors about what to expect when attending college next year. 

Donna would like to form a small committee to help plan next year’s parent forum schedule.  These individuals will only need to meet once or twice.  Please contact Donna if you are interested.  Shelley Taub suggested working directly with Care House in Pontiac since they run all types of parenting classes. 
Jewish Family Services is creating a Teen Coalition to help kids in unhealthy/domestic violence relationships.  They would like 20 local Jewish teens to participate.  Community service hours will be granted for their participation. Kick off meeting is April 27 from 5:30-7:00.

Memorial Day Parade – the Coalition needs adults, as well as kids, to walk with us during this Keego Harbor Parade on May 30, 9am. Paul Lipson mentioned that the Coalition always makes a great impact on the kids and community at this event and he applauds the Coalition for their efforts. 

Michigan Week Breakfast – this year there is a new category entitled “Hidden Treasure”.  Please consider nominating a person in our community that goes above and beyond their job description to serve youth in Greater West Bloomfield. 

Meeting adjourned  9:30am

