Coalition Meeting
February 11, 2010 WBPD 8am

In attendance: Ashley Griffin, Stacey Kaplan, Steve Kaplan, Jack Freed, Tom Shelton, Marc Jeffries, Donna Schaerer, Lisa Berkey, Lisa Kaplan, Greg Flynn, Melanie Torbert, Sally Unrath, Lisa Rochford, Paul Lipson, Judy Lipson, Shelley Taub, Kelly Miller

Introduction and welcome by Marc Jeffries.  Marc asked everyone to familiarize themselves with our parent forum schedule and be sure to pass along the information to others. 

A reminder was made to the group that Stacy Pasini of Youth Assistance offers many services for our youth who need help and extra direction.  She is a wonderful resource for our community.  

Donna told the group that February 13-19 is Children of Alcoholics Week.  It is important to recognize that a large number of kids as well as adults are forever affected by a parents’ alcohol use. It is estimated that 1 in 4 kids under the age of 18 in the US, are hurt by alcoholism.  There is strong evidence that alcoholism has a genetic component. Keep in mind, when dealing with our youth, that alcoholism may be interrupting their quest to reach their greatest potential.
TMC Update

Stacey Kaplan and Ashley Griffin spoke to the group about the events that they have done this year, and plans for the rest of their school year.  They reviewed their trip to Youth to Youth in Rhode Island last summer, their homecoming campaign “Drive and Ride Sober”, their middle school movie night and their team building events like the ropes course and OLCPP youth activity night.  

TMC plans to attend Abbott middle school and conduct prevention trivia quizzes, hang up prevention message graffiti boards at both Abbott and OLMS, participate in World Café on February 24, moderate a parent forum in March, and conduct a school wide event called Ghost on March 29.  The kids also hope to have a summer event at newly opened Marshbank Park in the summer.

The TMC kids are happy with the amount of new members.  They asked the adults to continue promoting TMC.  Lisa Rochford reminded Stacey and Ashley that BestSource will gladly help sponsor teen prevention events. 
Coalition Updates
Operation Medicine Cabinet – Kelly Miller attended the February ACHC meeting.  Mandy Andrews, of Sheriff Bouchard’s office spoke at this meeting and updated coalitions on what they are doing with this program.  Now available are posters for local pharmacies and businesses, template letters for real estate agencies, pharmacies and just blank forms with all partner logos intact.  Mandy mentioned that the DEA will be lifting the requirement to sign in when dropping off drugs at Operation Medicine Cabinet.  This may increase participation from other cities and towns.  Greg Flynn asked the GWBCC to participate in Fire Safety Day in October with a focus on this program. Greg would also like posters and business cards with information on safe disposal. Lisa Kaplan mentioned that oral surgeons should be given information to give out to their patients. It was also mentioned that pharmacies could staple the business card to their bags.

Fundraising Dinner

We are doing well with sponsorships and auction items.  Still need to focus on getting people to buy tickets and attend the event. Contact Lisa B for auction items and Kelly for tickets.

Bouchard on Bullying – March 3, 7pm at OLMS.  Sheriff Bouchard has agreed to speak to local parents and youth about bullying and cyber bullying.  This event is co sponsored by the GWBCC and the African American Parent Association. 

Education Topic – the March Coalition Meeting educational topic will be an update from our police department.  What they see in our community.  What are current trends, problems etc.

Reminder that Parks and Recreation will host WInterfest at Marshbank Park on Saturday, February 12 from 12-3pm.
Meeting adjourned at 9:15am

Submitted by, 

Kelly Miller
