Community Coalition Meeting
February 10, 2012 8am WBPD

In Attendance: Melanie Torbert, Marc Jeffries, Tara Kane, Donna Schaerer, Paul Lipson, Judy Lipson, Kelly Miller, Lisa Berkey, Kitty Burch, Lisa Rochford, JoAnn Andrees, Lisa Kaplan, Jack Freed, Barbara Moretsky, Darren Lubbers, Amanda Durand, Shelley Taub, Rose Gooley, Sharmaine Hicks, Rabbi Yarden Blumstein

Welcome and Introductions

Fundraiser Discussion – we are nearing the end of our five year grant cycle.  We are applying for a renewal but need to help our financial situation with this annual fundraiser event on March 27 at Planterra.  Invites will go out next week.  Sponsorships and donation opportunities are available.  Tickets can be purchased by check or on the website.  We look forward to seeing everyone there.

Friendship House - Rabbi Yarden Blumstein told the group about the West Bloomfield Recovery Center called Friendship House.  This community program gives referrals and handles crisis phone calls.  It houses a ¾ way home, post withdrawal classes.  Some classes have a Judaic theme but the focus is strictly recovery. Friendship House hosts meetings like AA and NA and also has social events for its members in recovery. Currently there are 250 recovery members and their families that are a part of the Friendship House community.  Their goal is the build the strongest and healthiest recovery community possible.  www.thefriendshiphouse.org   248 788-8888
Pride Survey Data Presentation by Dr. Darren Lubbers
In December, we anonymously surveyed 468 8th graders, 353 10th graders, and 304 12th graders.  The entire report and all our findings are available.  Please contact Donna at dschaerer@gwbcoalition.org for more information. 

West Bloomfield continues to report very low 8th grade use numbers (some of the lowest in Oakland County).  We attribute this to the Kids in Charge program that all WB elementary school students have received for over 20 years.  

Our numbers indicate that use of tobacco, alcohol, and marijuana is slightly up from 2010. 12th grade marijuana use has jumped above national average (2008 – 21.3% reported use in the past 30 days,  2010- 16.2% reported use in past 30 days, 2012 reported 25.7% used in the past 30 days)

Our numbers indicate that 12th grade illicit drug use is also up (for 30 day use). 2008 – 21.8%; 2010 – 16.8%; 2012 – 27.6% (national average is 24.2%)

Our largest jump is from 2010 seniors to 2012 seniors in 30 day marijuana and illicit drug use. 

In regards to Perception of Risk/Harm – 94% of kids say tobacco is bad, 80% say alcohol is bad and 70.8% say marijuana is bad for your health.  In 2010, 75.7% said marijuana is bad.  This 5% drop is alarming regarding kids perception of harm in using marijuana. 

Kids report mostly using alcohol on the weekends.  Kids also report mostly using marijuana on weekends but weeknights and after school report higher numbers than for alcohol.  But, perhaps most alarming, 7.9% of 12th graders report using marijuana before school. 

Self reported good grades, community involvement, religious involvement and school activities continue to show ass protective measures against student alcohol and drug use.  Kids who reported these activities were important, showed lower use. 80% of our surveyed students report that they get good grades in school. 

After Dr. Lubbers presentation the group began a discussion regarding these findings.  Dr. JoAnn Andrees commended our community for making these numbers available and being open and honest about our achievements as well as areas that need improvement. 

New Business - Dr. Mark Menestrina will be the presenter at our parent forum on prescription drug abuse.  February 16th, 7pm at West Bloomfield Public Library.

Submitted by,

Kelly Miller

