Community Coalition Meeting
March 11, 2011 WBPD 8am

In attendance: Paul Lipson, Jack Freed, Barbara Moretsky, Donna Schaerer, Kelly Miller, Marylynn Balewski, Greg Flynn, Debbie Cohen, Tom Shelton, Tara Kane, Pat Chapin, Lisa Kaplan, Sally Unrath, Lisa Rochford, Scott Hobart

Opening Remarks and Welcome by Donna Schaerer. March 23 is national “Kick Butts Day” – an effort to lower smoking rates.  Our WB Schools show cigarette smoking rates to be much lower than national rates but still worth paying attention to.

Last month’s minutes were approved and Donna mentioned that all previous minutes can be found online.

Educational Piece – Sergeant Tara Kane of the WBPD discussed West Bloomfield police involvement in traffic violations that involved drugs or alcohol. From the time period of February 2010 – February 2011¸approximately 83 first offenses, 15 second offenses, and 10 third offenses. These police stops happened in the township of WB and do not necessarily mean they were WB residents. Police officers do not have an efficient tool to test drivers for prescription or illegal drug use while driving.  Tara also discussed that WB has a low rate of MIPs for youth and alcohol but a higher rate of MIPs for youth and marijuana.  As we have previously discussed, our teens are getting the message regarding the dangers of drinking and driving but not necessarily the message regarding marijuana use and driving.  The perception of harm is still low for the dangers of marijuana.
CADCA Report – Scott Hobart and Tara Kane went to the National Conference in Washington DC in February.  Scott reported that he felt we are on the right track with what we are doing.  He heard from many other coalitions that they are working to get to the level of prevention that we have already reached. He reported that national level prevention groups are looking to local groups to continue pushing for change and help from the national level. The Safe and Drug Free Schools organization is willing to help local coalitions. Tara reiterated Scott’s message that we are doing great work here in West Bloomfield. Tara also spoke to politicians and high level federal employees about the police department’s need for tools to help identify drivers under the influence of marijuana. She was told that these tools are in the works. Congressman Gary Peters was very open to listening to our local needs and prevention measures. Scott and Tara were appreciative of his time and attention. 

Updates- Fundraising dinner is on Tuesday, March 15. Our rsvp number is close to 100, which is our goal for the evening. 

Underage Drinking Prevention Panel Discussion will be at the WBPL on March 22.  Panel members include Sergeant Tara Kane, 48th District Court Judge Diane D’Agostini, and attorney Gerry Gleeson. TMC members will host this event. 
Operation Medicine Cabinet – Donna asked group to consider where we should continue to put posters and information regarding this program and local drop off locations. Please talk with Donna or Kelly Miller if you have ideas.

Our next Community Coalition meeting is one week later in the month than usual.  It will be on Friday, April 15 at 8am at the WBPD.

Michigan Week Breakfast will be held on May 20 at Pine Lake Country Club.

Closing remarks and meeting adjourned at 9am

Minutes submitted by Kelly Miller

