Coalition Meeting Minutes
November 11, 2011 8am WBPD

In attendance: William Fanfalone, Marylynn Balewski, Lisa Rochford, Lauren Todaro, Shelley Taub, CharRhonda Moye, Benita Lasenby, Marc Jeffries, Mike Patton, David Flaisher, Tara Kane, Curt Lawson, Barbara Moretsky, Greg Flynn, Bassie Shemtov, Scott Hobart, Judy Lipson, Mary Davis, Ellen Yashinsky Chute, Eleanor Squaire, Toni Kaplan, Donna Schaerer, Lisa Kaplan, Kelly Miller, Lisa Berkey, Kitty Burch

Introduction and Welcome by Marc Jeffries. Mention that open community meetings have changed to every other month.

Annual Leadership Breakfast and Coalition 10th Birthday celebration is scheduled for December 9.  Everyone is invited.  Invitations to follow, please rsvp to Kelly Miller.

Educational portion of the meeting was a presentation by the African American Parent Association.  CharRhonda Moye and Benita Lasenby discussed the goals and projects supported by the AAPA.  Their mission is for parents and community members to work together to assure student achievement.  Their website is www.wbaapa.com. One of their programs is Project Reach. They offer tutoring each Saturday morning at the high school.  Tutors are other students who have gone through an interview process to secure this position.  Students are paid for their tutoring services, or they receive community service hours.  Students between 3rd and 12th grade can receive tutoring free of charge.  The AAPA works with many community partners including the West Bloomfield Public Library and West Bloomfield Parks and Recreation. Please go to their website for more information on this organization.

The second part of the educational piece was a quick discussion by Dr. Toni Kaplan.  She will be presenting to the community through a GWB Community Coalition Parent Forum on “Stress – The Good, The Bad and The Ugly”. Toni indicated that she has worked in the community for 34 years and is aware of the profound changes that this generation deals with on a daily basis. In her presentation she will discuss the most common internal and external stressors that we all face and how best to cope with them.  She feels this generation is overconnected, overwhelmed and over protected – many kids are not properly equipped to go out on their own when the time comes.  Toni said she plans to discuss stress management – beyond typical diet and exercise regimens in her program on Tuesday, November 15 at 7pm at the WB Public Library.
Announcement:

WB Police Department Chief Mike Patton and Greg Flynn of the WB Fire Department thanked the community for their support of the public safety millage renewal and increase.

Prescription Drug Campaign

Prescription drug abuse is on the rise.  We, as a community, must continue to be active and proactive in our campaign to prevent this trend. Statistics show a tremendous increase in the very easy transition from prescription drug use to heroin. We need to recognize this trend on a community level.  West Bloomfield and Keego Harbor are a part of the Operation Medicine Cabinet Program sponsored by the Oakland County Sherriff’s Office.  We have drop boxes at both police stations with regular hours to dispose of unused and unneeded prescription drugs.  We can all help by spreading the word of this program and proper disposal of medications.  West Bloomfield started OMC in April 2010.  Unneeded drugs are placed in a secure box and sent to the county for proper disposal. 
Our Coalition is also creating a flyer and info packet for local oral surgeons with a message regarding this campaign.  We will pilot the program with oral surgeons and hope to move to all doctors and pharmacies soon after. 

Teens Making Changes (TMC)

Currently we have 23 teens in our youth group. These kids launched their Live Above the Influence campaign during homecoming week at WBHS.  Middle school programs will happen in December and January.

TMC kids participated in a team building event at the high ropes course at the Walled Lake Outdoor Educational Center.  Students from the Birmingham Bloomfield Coalition joined them. 

TMC is sponsoring a movie night for middle school kids on Friday, December 16 at the WB Public Library.  The movie being shown is “Up” and popcorn will be provided for the kids. 

TMC is also planning a social event with the youth group from Orchard Lake Community Church. OLCCP is kindly hosting this event in their teen center.

ACHC

This organization is the umbrella group for the 14 Oakland County coalitions. ACHC granted its first Youth Award this year and the winner was the GWB Teen Group, Teens Making Changes.  Congratulations to TMC for winning an award.  We celebrate your success!
Drug Free Communities Grant

Our 5 year DFC grant is up for renewal in less than a year.  Kelly Miller, John Stindt, Darren Lubbers, Marc Jeffries and Donna Schaerer are working to complete the renewal application that is due in March 2012. The renewal would be for an additional 5 year grant.

School Support/Education

Our goal is to get an educational component added to the science curriculum at the high school.  Conversations and meetings have taken place and we will continue to pursue this project. 

We are also working to bring TEAM (Teaching Educating and Mentoring) to the middle schools.  Lisa Berkey is meeting with school administration to get this program instilled in the schools.

We will be conducting the Pride Survey for all 8th, 10th and 12th graders on Monday, January 5.  Lisa Berkey, Kelly Miller and Donna Schaerer will be heading up each school and volunteers will be proctoring the survey in classrooms. We will report back our results as soon as we have them.

Our Office Is Moving

Many of you didn’t even know we had an office but we have had space in Gretchko Elementary.  The school needed the small room back so OLMS has welcomed into their building.  Thank you West Bloomfield School District!
Dates to Remember

Coalition Leadership Breakfast December 9 at Parks and Rec Family Aquatic Center 8am

Coalition Fundraiser Dinner March 27

BestSource Credit Union Ladies Night Out November 16 6-8:30pm

