Community Coalition
September 9, 2011 8am

West Bloomfield Police Department

In Attendance: Donna Schaerer, Marc Jeffries, Shelley Taub, Lisa Kaplan, Salma Ajo, Carla Schwartz, Sally Unrath, Judy Lipson, Ellen Yashinsky Chute, Mike Patton, Barbara Moretsky, Scott Hobart, Melanie Torbert, Marylynn Balewski, Lisa Berkey, Bill Bertakis, Ken Hurst, Sid Rubin, Joel Yoder, Bob dube, Peggy Hawke, Greg Flynn, Mary Davis

Welcome and Introductions

Board Elections – a slate was posted for meeting members. A motion was proposed, by Shelley Taub, to accept the following slate: President: Marc Jeffries, Vice President: Scott Hobart, Secretary: Paul Lipson, Members at Large: Marylynn Balewski, Clara Bohrer, Kitty Burch, Tara Kane, Lisa Rochford. Motion was seconded and   passed as written. Discussion that although we do not have a treasurer listed on our board, we do have a hired accountant that reports to the board.  

Reminder that all meetings minutes and newsletters are available on our website.

Special Speaker – Sergeant Tara Kane – Drugged Driving Symposium

The Coalition sent Sgt. Tara Kane to Montreal for an International Symposium of Drugged Driving.  13 countries were represented.  Tara’s main takeaway from this conference was that all countries have the same problem – not unique to United States – and drugged driving IS a problem. Enforcement is difficult and perception of harm is very low. In 2007 a drugged driving road side survey was conducted with 11,000 respondents in 60 jurisdictions in the US. Findings were that  16% of those stopped reported using drugs and alcohol together. Most abused drugs were marijuana, cocaine and meth amphetamine (in that order). 
Tara stated that all countries have problems with detection. It is not easy to distinguish the cause for erratic driving.  Prevention appears to be key to everyone. In Poland, government is dedicating money to educate doctors and care givers to talk about drugged driving with their patients. 

There was also discussion about Drug Detection Officers.  These law enforcers are trained and bring their education back to their communities.  Tara would like to see this happen in West Bloomfield. 

Positive campaigns models are the trend and what young people, in particular want to see.  Poland is doing this.  We have been doing this for years and will continue. Lisa Kaplan mentioned she learned this same thing at Youth to Youth Conference. 
Prescription Drug Use  – Donna presented data received from our 2010 WBHS drugged driving survey.  Result show that with each year, kids perception of prescription drug use goes down, use goes up slightly, but our rates of use in WB is still very low. 

Operation Medicine Cabinet, initiative started by Oakland County Sheriff’s Department, is still going strong. West Bloomfield and Keego Harbor have prescription drop off boxes in their police stations.  This keeps our waterways clean as well as keeps our community members safe. The Coalition has customized business cards with drop off times.  Contact the Coalition if you would like any. 

In January or February the Coalition will host an educational panel discussion for parents including law enforcement, doctors and pharmacists, to discuss use and abuse of prescription drugs. 

The Coalition will also bring a speaker to WBHS health classes. We would like to include FJA and St. Mary’s as well.  

Finally, we would like to begin an initiative with community members like oral surgeons, pharmacists and real estate agents.  We need to educate them to help protect our community. 

Greg Flynn offered the Coalition table space at the WB Fire Department Open House on Sunday, October 9 from 12-3.

Donna asked the room if there were any individuals interested in helping bring these initiatives to fruition.  She anticipates the commitment to be one or two meetings. Judy Lipson, Sally Unrath, Ellen Yashinsky, Salma Ajo and Tara Kane all volunteered. Donna will contact them.

TMC Update- Lisa Kaplan took two girls to Youth to Youth International this summer.  It is a leadership conference that teaches teens leadership skills and prevention tools to pass on to their peers. Lisa thinks this camp is highly rewarding and worthwhile.

The Coalition is bringing in a speaker, Shaun Derik, from Youth to Youth, to speak to WBHS 9th graders, WBHS mentors and leaders, and Abbot and OLMS 7th and 8th graders. His story is motivating and uplifting and he will be in West Bloomfield on September 22 and then in Walled Lake on September 23.

Synar Thank you- each year Oakland County offers Coalitions the opportunity to conduct retail tobacco vendor checks.  These checks involve visiting a location, thanking the store for not selling to minors , check that their signage is up to date and offer new signage if it is not.  The Coalition has wonderful volunteers to help conduct these visits.  We would like to thank Barbara Moretsky, Mary Ellen Trott, Paul Lipson, Judy Evola, Tara Kane and Melanie Torbert.  Due to our fabulous volunteers, the Coalition made $2,000 this year with these visits. 

Finance Planning Committee- Marc, Lisa R, Scott, Kelly and Donna met this summer to discuss looking into alternative funding methods, with the assumption that we would not receive further grant funding after this current grant period ends.  However, on August 31, other local coalitions (similar to ours) did receive 5 year renewal grants.  This information has caused us to reconsider and apply for the grant renewal. 

Year Ahead 
 Educational forums continue at the WB Public Library. Schedule is out information is on the website.

Kids in Charge will continue, being run by Lisa Kaplan.  She MUST have parent volunteers to make this happen. Please think about who you may know that might want to take on this rewarding volunteer job. 

The Coalition would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to our sponsors and community partners. West Bloomfield Police Department, West Bloomfied Public Library, BestSource Credit Union, Henry Ford Health Systems, West Bloomfield Police Departments and West Bloomfield Parks and Recreation. 

Announcements

Shelley Taub mentioned that our Oakland County Sheriff Department now has approval to run DNA testing.  This will speed up investigations and it is a grand accomplishment for Oakland County.
Bloomfield Township is hosting an event for seniors focusing on safe driving.

Sunday September 11 will be a combined police and fire commemorative event at 2pm at the fire station on Maple Road. Families invited. 

Sunday September 11 FocusHope in Detroit will host an interfaith community service event for teens and adults alike, to work together.  Following beautification projects there will be dialogue amongst teens and adults to discuss bringing together people from all faiths within their communities.

September 23 there will be a local conference on ADD.  Please contact Judy Lipson for information. 

September 23 is Family Night at WBHS.  The north parking lot will be filled with family fun activities and tailgate.  There will be a military theme for the evening and more events during half time of the football game. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:30am 

