Coalition Meeting November 19, 2010 8am

West Bloomfield Police Department 

In attendance: Scott Hobart, Ellen Simmons, Maureen Lyn Bernard, Kelly Miller, Lisa Berkey, Judy Lipson, Paul Lipson, Jay Wiseman, Lisa Rochford, Eric Mintz, Marylynn Balewski, Kitty Burch, Marcy Rowe, Chuck Mendan, Ellen Chute, Mike Patton, Hy Safran, Kevin Freidrich, Donna Schaerer

Minutes from previous meetings are available on our website.

Special Guest Speakers, Ellen Yashinsky Chute and Maureen Lyn Bernard, from Jewish Family Services. Discussed the currents trends and anecdotal stories of teens and adults with prescription drug abuse. Adults tend to start their battle with prescription drug abuse through legal and medically necessary channels due to chronic pain and medical issues.  This may then develop into a physiological addiction.  Teens, on the other hand, tend to begin by finding pills in their homes or the homes of others.  They are easily accessible and appealing.  It is also more socially acceptable, in our area, for teens to take unprescribed prescription drugs than it is to use heroin or cocaine.  Prescription drugs are a gateway into abuse for teens.  They also tend not to see themselves as addicts. Maureen gave many anecdotal stories from her work as a recovery specialist.  She finds that adults are afraid to quit for fear of physical pain that will return if they stop using. This is different from alcohol abuse, which people recognize that they can give up for the rest of their life without the same side effects. 

Donna Schaerer asked what the Police and Fire Department would like to see the Coalition do in our community to help combat this problem.  Chief Mike Patton would like to see continued proper disposal, education and communication. Fire Chief Jay Wiseman said we need to concentrate on availability.  People are looking for an easy fix and he sees the common thread of “better living through chemistry” as being at the root of the problem. 

Medical Marijuana Update by Donna Schaerer

Donna attended an all day forum on Michigan medical marijuana in Lansing.  She learned that we are the only state of 14 across the country that does not require a picture on the medical marijuana card before “patients” are able to get their medical marijuana.  There are major concerns by law enforcement and others re this issue and the fact that some people only have a completed application and no actual card and are still getting the drug.  This is because the Michigan Dept. of Community Health cannot keep up with all the applications for medical marijuana cards.  Also, there is nothing in the current Michigan law that states a minimum age to receive a card.  Also under the current law it states that a caregiver cannot be convicted of a drug felony. The can have other felony convictions such as being a sex offender which is what happened in Troy. Preventionists will be working through the Michigan Prevention Network on these majors issues and believe that change can happen now due to the change in Lansing and new appointments to the Michigan Dept. of Community Health. The current situation makes it impossible for law enforcement and communities to be able to tell who might be legitimate “patients” vs. those who just want to smoke weed.
Coalition Updates

The alcohol energy drink, Four Loko will be officially banned in Michigan beginning December 3.  The FDA is also looking into banning all alcoholic beverages with added caffeine.

Athlete, Coach and Parent Presentation – Donna and Gayle Sturt will speak to students and their parents at a WBHS meeting.  Donna and Gayle will discuss John Underwood findings on how alcohol affects the athlete long after the day of drinking. This event is on November 22.

Leadership Breakfast –This year’s breakfast is on December 10 at the Aquatic Center and the Coalition will recognize Kids in Charge and its early beginning and how we can help it to continue in our schools. 

TMC – Lisa Kaplan did not attend today’s Coalition meeting because she was at an all day Parenting Conference in Lansing. 

WB Parent Teacher Conferences – WBHS parents were asked to fill out a survey regarding their thoughts about WB teens and alcohol and marijuana use.  Survey results will be tallied and published. 
November 30 – Parent Forum Presentation on Internet Safety at library 7-8:30pm

Announcements

Michigan Week Celebration – Paul Lipson spoke representing the MI Week Committee.  He stated that this breakfast event has been happening for 30 years and has given out awards to outstanding community members in our 4 neighboring communities.  Currently the planning committee is in crisis – not enough people to help. There will be a strategy meeting soon to discuss if this event should continue.  Paul would like a Coalition representative to attend this meeting. 

9:30am adjournment

