Community Coalition Meeting Minutes
September, 17, 2010 8am WB Police Department

In Attendance: Steve Kaplan, Lisa Kaplan, Claudia Rushlow, Curt Lawson, Clara Bohrer, Jack Freed, Kitty Burch, Paul Lipson, Marc Jeffries, Donna Schaerer, Lisa Berkey, Kelly Miller, Pat Chapin, Tara Kane, Sally Unrath, Darren Lubbers, Becky Yellen, Heidi Tischer, Shelley Taub

Welcome by Marc Jeffries and introductions throughout the room.  Review of last meeting’s minutes.

Presentation by Claudia Rushlow from Maplegrove Center who works with adolescent drug treatment.  Her topic was importance of prevention and how difficult the recovery journey is. September is National Drug and Alcohol Recovery Month recognizing those who work so hard to recover from drug and alcohol addictions.
Presentation by Dr. Darren Lubbers.  His topic was to review WB student survey results as well as discuss current findings with regards to the correlation between marijuana use and brain development in teens/ young adults. Those in attendance felt the connection to brain development is very important to get out to all West Bloomfield parents. Report presented (with updates discussed) will be shared at various Coalition events.
Updates and new business

ACHC annual “Celebrate Success” event is planned for September 28, 2010 from 6-8pm at Trevarrow, Opdyke Road, Auburn Hills.  All board members and friends of the Coalition are encouraged to attend.  Ton Ghena, of Maplegrove Center, will be honored.

TMC

Currently TMC has approximately 20 members, with recruiting still underway.  Some members attended Youth to Youth International in Rhode Island this summer and they led a team building event for their peers the end of August. They are scheduled to participate in the Ropes Course at the Walled Lake Outdoor Center in September.  TMC members wrote a letter to WBHS parents, letting them know what TMC does, and informing them of their “Drive and Ride Sober” campaign.  This mailing will go out in mid September in connection with the Drive and Ride Sober campaign which will happen during West Bloomfield homecoming week.  Bracelets will be handed out to those students who sign a pledge to Drive and Ride Sober. Teens volunteered at the Keego Harbor Skate Night and passed out tattoos and stickers. Lisa Kaplan, Youth Director, will speak at Walled Lake Western in October to recruit teens as well as meet with their SADD group. 
New Sponsor

BestSource Credit Union is a new Coalition Community Investor Sponsor.  Their dollars will help support Kids in Charge and the Bucketfillers program, which the Coalition has scheduled for November in all WB elementary schools.

Medical Marijuana

Coalitions in Oakland County are working to organize themselves to make sure medical marijuana laws aren’t abused and that our youth don’t get the wrong impression regarding the perception of harm.  Our goal is only to help alleviate unintended consequences from this new law.

Agency Relationships

We are meeting with Maplegrove, Jewish Family Services and Oakland Family Services to put together information that can make it easier for schools to understand what services are available for students in our community. This process is being done to provide an alternative to the Student Service being eliminated at WBHS.
After School Gaming Coordinator

Mary Ellen Trott has taken the position at the library to oversee after school gaming which continues on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  Welcome Mary Ellen!

Upcoming Events

Parent Education starts on September 27 with a “Parent to Parent” discussion and “Stay Out of My Room” on October 6th & 7th. Check out our website, www.gwbcoalition.org for a full fall schedule.
Family Day – September 27. Coupons available from local restaurants, encouraging families to remember the importance of eating dinner together. 

Tween Time – offered by Community Ed to 6th, 7th, and 8th graders. So far 58 middle schoolers are enrolled in this after school program. Enrollment is ongoing.

Next Community Coalition meeting is Friday, October 8, 2010, 8-9:30am

All of our meetings are open to the public

2010/11 Meeting schedule – All Fridays at the West Bloomfield Police Department

November 12, December 10 (Leadership Breakfast) 

2011 meetings - January 14, February 11, March 11,  April 15, May 13, June 10

